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«“ The English are a sober, THINKING people, and are more 


inteligent and more solid than any 


“ people I ever had the fortune to see.’——LORD STORMONT’S Speech in the House of Lords, 


Ist Feb. 1792. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 
BEING AN EXAMINATION 
oF THE 
Report of the Bullion Committee: 
IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 


TO THE 


TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 





Letter XX. 


The war being now over, Mr. Pitt’s reasons 
ceased of course—The peace brings no golden 
payments at the Bank—r. Addington be- 
comes Minister-— Gives notice of an intention 
ta continue the Act of 1797—Mr. Robson 
calls for papers, which are refused—He com- 
pares Bank-notes to assignats and is himself 
called to order—-Mr. Addington’s reasons for 
renewing the Act in April 1802—-His reasons 
Sor another gy at of the Bill in Febru- 
ary 1803——-Mr. Tierney calls for inqui 
The Aet renerved again, in Dec. 1808; till ois 
months after peace. 


Gentlemen, 

In Letter XIX, page 1106, we traced 
the Bank Stoppage, or Restriction Act, 
down to the end of the last war, in the 
year 1802. We saw it introduced under 
pretence of the absolute necessity of it for 
a temporary purpose ; we saw it passed, 
at first, for only fifty two days; and with 
every expectation held forth, that it would 
be repealed before the expiration even of 
that time; we then saw, that it not 
only lived for the fifty two days, but, at 
the expiration of that time, was prolonged 
for five months ; and, when the end of that 
five months came, we saw it prolonged 
for the duration of the War, upon the ground, 
that the enemy had openly avowed his de- 
termination to effect the destruction of our 
Public credit, aud that, therefore, it was 
necessary to keep upon the defensive, This 


} was the precise ground stated hy the 
Minister himself. The enemy had avowed 
his determination to destroy our credit, 
and therefore, the Bank was to be protected 
from paying its promissory nots 

to the conditions on which these noes wad 
been received inpayment. The enemy 
had avowed his determination to b ast the 
credit of England, aud, therefore, the Bank 
of England was to sfop payment with impu- 
nity, as long as the war should last. 


Such were the reasons, such the doctrine, 
to which was at last driven the “Grand 
financier,’ Mr. Pirr, who had begun his 
career by bespeaking a column to his me- 
mory; on which the words “ Pusric Cre- 
“* pir” should be inscribed ; such was now 
the doctrine of the “ heaven-born mi- 
‘‘ nister ;”’ “the Pilot that weather’d the 
« storm ;”” “ the great statesman now no 
« more.’ He weathered the storm soably, 
that, at the end of only four years of his 
war against the Republicans of France, 
during which four years he had, perLaps, 
forty timesforetold that France would sink: 
beneath the weight of bankruptcy, he him- 
self comes into that same House of Com- 
mons where his promises to ruin France 
had been so often heard, and there he 
calls upon the members to protect the 
Bank of England in non-payment of its 
notes; he calls upon them for a law to 
compel the Public Creditor to .take his 
dividends in a paper not convertible into 
gold ; and, kis reason for this is, that the 
French, that those same French, that 
the bankrupt Freneh, that the beggared 
French threatened to make war upon our fi- 
nances! Aye, he, the boaster, who bad 
made so many, so many scores, of trium- 
|} phant comparisons betwee the situation 
of England and France; who had so 
many scores, I might say hundreds of times 
(for he frequently did it several times mm one 
speech), represented England as so highly 
blessed in wealth and credit, while France 
was supk into the lowest abyss of poverty 





and threatened with al) the evils attendant 
open a debased peper-money ;. he, this 
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very same man ; the identical “ heaven- 
“born minister,’ now asked fora law to 
protect the Bank against the demands of 
the holders of its notes, and to compel the 
pubhe creditor to receive his dividends 
in that same sort of notes or not at all; 
and, all this he did, because those same 
poor, ruined, beggared, and beaten 
French, had avowed their intention of making 
war upon our finances. 


But, at any rate, this reason held good 
only during the war. The“ heaven-born 
‘* man,’ as we have seen in the last letter, 
expressly stated, that the measure was a 
mere war measure, intended to mect the 
hostility of the enemy; “to meet his 
“ efforts of desperacion.”” But, it did not 
follow, he said, that the non-payment of 
casi) would continue during the whole ot 
the war; but merely while the enemy 
pursued the war in its then “ present shape.” 
So that, at all events, it was believed, or, 
it was intended to make this “ most thinking 
“people in the world” believe, that the 
measure would last only for the war at 
longest, and that when peace returned, 
they would once more get guineas for 
their notes, and that those of them who 
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page Act? You shall hear, Gentlemen - 

for it is impossible to do justice to the 

reason except in the words ot the Mi. 

pistes himself and of those who supported 
im. 


You must remember, Gentlemen, that 
just before the peace was beoun to be nevo- 
ciated, the “ heavy en-born = and some 
others went out of office, and that Mr. 
Henry Appinevon, now Lorn Viscovy: 
StpMovutn, succeeded him, as prime mi- 
nister. To hts i\ot, therefore, it fell to 
propose the continuation of the Stoppage 
Act, in peace; but, you should bear jp 
mind, that this was, in fact, no change of 
ministry; it was merely a chanve ot a 
very few of the men in power. All those 
who had voted jor Pitr. continued to 
vote for his successor, as did also My fy) 
himself. So that.the coutinuation of ‘ie 
Stoppage Act is not to be aserbed, in 
any wise, to this change of men, the ; cojle 
still in power being the same people who 
supported all the measures of ie sainister, 
Pirt, and who, indeed, brought lim bac! 
into power again in the year 1804, 


It was on the 9th of April 1802, that 





had dividends to receive, would receive 
them in gold if they chose, as they for- 
merly used to do; and, this was one of 
the reasons why the nation so anxiously 
wished for peace. ; 


Well, in 1802, Peace came! But, alas! 
it brought no guineas in payments at the 
Bank. It bronght with it no golden pay- 
ments to the Stock-holder, or Public- 
Creduor, as some people call him. Peace 
brought no repeal of the Bank Stoppage, 
or Restriction, Act. On the contrary, it 
did, as we have seen at page 1096, bring 
an extension of the duration of that Act 
from the 30th of April, 1802, to the Ist 
of March, 1803. And thus it was that 
the promise was kept. Thus it was that 
“the most thinking people in the world” 
saw their “ heaven-born Minister’s”’ doc- 
trines verified. 


But, what was now the pretence for con- 


tinuing this act? The war wasover. The 
shoutings and the bon-firings and the bell- 
ringings for peace had taken place. Mx. 
ADDINGTON, the prime minister, and Lorp 
Hawkessury, the negociater, had been 
praised in all manner of ways for the 
* blessings of peace.’ What, then,could 
be the pretence for continuing the Stop- 


the continuation was proposed by Mr. Ap- 
DINGTON; but, notice of his intention 
having been before given, Mr. Rosson 
on the 2ud-of April, nroved for certain 

apers, showing the nature of the afleirs 
of the Bank; which was opposed DV the 
Minister, ADDINGTON, who, without more 
ado, moved the previous question vpon !! 
Whereupon Mr. Rosson said, that ths 
was using bim and those who thongh 
with him very ill. Notice had been given, 
he said, by the minister, of his intention 
to bring ‘in a bill to continue the Act, 
which protected the Bank from pay!?s 
gold and silver, and, he wished to 1 
bow the affairs of the Bank stood, that he 
might be able to judge whether he ought 
to consent to such a measure OF not. 
} « He maintained that al] Europe was “4 
“templating the payment of specie YY 


« the Bank, as the criterion of the sal 
“ of the Country. If the Bank sual 


“ to issue paper, country banks we 
= the saaae Tubes controul ; they, won 
“ issue their notes without mercy — " 
“in his opinion, THE COMMENT’ 
« MENT OF A COURSE OF ASSIS 
« NATS. (Order! order! and quests, 
“ was culled from cvery part of the. House. 
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against Mr. Rosson, without a division. 
He was not allowed to have the papers he 
wanted. It was unnecessary, he was 
told: and, when he ventured to compare 
bank notes to assignats, he was called fo | 
order. He was calied to order for speak- | 
ing erreverently of those notes, those pro- | 

| 





missory notes, which were by law ren- | 
dered not payable agreeably to promise, 
and which law it was now proposed to | 
continue. 


Now we come to the Minister, Adding- 
ton’s, reasons for continuing this Act after 
the endof the war; and to those reasons 
We must pay particular attention. Te, 
prefaced his proposition, as his prede- 
cessor always used to do, by very high 

mage about the ability of the Bank to 
pey on coin. He said, in the debate of 
the 9b ot April, “ | have the satisfaction 
“of Demg convinced, that the measure | 
“cannot furnish a pretence to the most timid 
“man in the Huse, to sunpose the Dank does 
“not possess within itself the most ample | 
‘* means of satisfying the full extent of the de- 
“mands which may be made upon it, by the 
** payment of its notes in specie”’ In the 
debate of the 21st of April, he said, that 
‘on the solidity of the Bank, he was enti- 
‘“‘ tled to say and assume, there was now no 
“* guestion, either im that House or else- 
“where. On the DISPOSITION of the | 
“Bank to make payments in specie, be | 
“ was also entitled to assume, nay he owed 
“it to the Bank to ASSERT, they had | 
‘manifested a readiness to do so. It was, 
however, thought necessary to continve 
“this restriction for a while.’ Having 
said this, he said, that it was, of course, 
quite unnecessary to enter into any inguiry 
as to the state of the Bank’s affairs; and, | 
accordingly, it only remained for him to | 
state the grounds, upon which he proposed | 
the continuation of the measure. But, | 
Gentlemen, pray bear in mind, that this 
Minfster gave the country to understand, | 
that the Bank Company had, even at that 
hime, “ manifested a readiness to make pay- | 
“« ments in specie,” and this was now nearly 
nine years ago. Yet, Mr. Ranpie JAcx- 
SON now bestows something very much 
like abuse upon the Bullion Committee, 
because they recommend to the House to 
make the Bank Company begin to pay in 
specie in two years from this time. hat 
should make the Bank Company angry 
with the Committee, if it was true, t at | 
they wished to pay in moncy so long as eight | 
years and nine months ago ? 7 
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|“ make to the House are notor! 


| © period, the credit of the 


| obtaining cash at the Bank. . 


(115s 


The grounds which the Minister, Ap- 
DINGTON, Stated for the continuation were 
as follows. Inthe debate of the Oth of 
April, he said: « The groands on which I 
«shall rest the propesition I have to 
NS: and it 
be for the sober and di nasstonate 
“reflection of the House, whether the 
“ measure I shall submit does 
“sarily result from facts and cirerm- 
“ stances too well known even to require 
“ a particular statement ofthem. [t cannot 
“ be necessary for me to inform the Uouse, 
“ that the rate of exchanze between this coun- 
“try and foreten parts 4s disadvantageous to 
 ourselves..........1t cannothe necessary fi 
“me to prove, that while the rare of er- 
“ change %s disadvantayeous a Aus. 
“© mentation of the circulating would 
“ create a trade highly injurious to the in- 
“ terest and commerce of this country. It 
is well known, that for several months 
“ mast there has been a trade carryiig on 
“ in purchasing guineas with aview to the exe 
* portation of them...... ...-ln addition to 
“these reasons, the House will reflect 
“upon the inconvenience which would 
‘‘ unavoidabiy result from Jetting loose such 
“a proportion of the coin of the corntry 
« as would be circulated by taking off the 
“restriction. I am not aware of any in- 
‘© convenience that can possidly arise trom 
continuing it. We have had the sat?s- 
“¢ faction, arising from the exvertence of 
“three or four years of difficulty? we 
“« have had experience, that during such 
Bank has under- 
“ vone no diminution whatever. Bank notes 
“have maintained their reputation and 
« have been every where received chear- 
« fully and readily.........50me Gentle- 
“men are desirous that the Bank should 
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|“ pay in cash for notes of smal] denomi- 


«nation: but till thereisa full and abun- 
«dant supply of cash by opening the 
« Bank entirely, it is extremely convenient 
«to afiord circulation to Il. and 2/, notes, 


'« By the payment of them in specie, a 


« general anxiety would be introduced of 
| Notes of 
« 1.0001. and 5001. would be changed for 
«notes of Il. and 2/, in order that they 
«“ mizht be immediately changed again for 
“cash, Yf a restraint was to be imposed 


| with respect to the number of notes of 


“gmail denomination, they would be 
« driven out of circulation altogether; and 
“« there would be no small notes but those 
« issued by Bankers.” 
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There, Gentlemen, you have now before 

ou the reasons why this Act was con- 
tinued after the war. The Minister, Pitt, 
told the nation, that it was necessary dur- 
ing the war, in order to prevent the enemy 
from executing his- vow of destroying our 
credit; and, the Minister, Addington, told 
the nation, that it was necessary after the 
war was over, because the rate of exchange 
was against us, because people were ex- 
porting guineas when they could lay hold 
of them, because to repeal the act would 
let coin loose, because the experience of 
years had shewn that the stoppage of cash 
payments had done no harm to the credit 
of the Bank whose notes were every where 
received cheerfully and readily, and, 
finally, because (pray mark !) if a part of 
the notes were to be paid in specie, that 
would give rise to a general anxiety to obtain 
cash at the Bank, and that people would 
change large notes into small ones, ia order 
immediately to change these latter for cash, 


So, then, Mr. Appincton, the people 
did, even in your time, like the gold 
better than the notes? ‘Though you could 
not perceive, not you, any énconzenience 
from the continuation of the Act; though 
you had seen with satisfaction the experi- 
ence of the years of suspension; though 
“ the credit of the Bank had undergone no 
“ diminution whatever ;”’ though the Bank 
notes had maintained their reputation and 
had been every where received chearfully 
and readily: yet, notwithstanding all this, 
you object to make the small notes pay- 
able in gold, lest the holders of them 
Should run to the Bank and get cash for them; 
lest this taste of the sweets of gold should 
excite @ general anxiety of obtaining cash at 
the Bank ; and lest large notes should be 
changed into small ones for the purpose 
of again changing these latter into cash. 
But, why was this to be feared? The 
Bank Directors were surely, the best 
judges of this; and, you say, not only that 
they are able to pay ; but that they lave 
manifested a readiness to pay their notes in 
specie. Now, this being the case, what 
danger was there of a rux upon the Bank? 
And, ifthere had been a run, what danger 
was there in that, seeing that there were 
‘ means amply sufficient to meet such run? 

Mr. Rosson, whom we have seen called 
to order for speaking so irreverently of 
Bank Notes, opposed the hill in its sub- 
sequent stages : he pointed out the adyan- 
tages which the Bank derived from the 
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Act; he foretold what the Bullion Com- 
mittee have now declared to hare come to 
pass; in short, he did all that it was in 
his power to do to. prevent the continua. 
tion of a measure, which a committee ot 
that same House of Commons have now 
declared to have produced such fearfy! 
consequences; and this Mr. Ronson did 
while Mr. Husktsson, who now tells us 
that no one foresaw the evil, not only suf- 
fered the measure to pass in silence, byt 
was one of the majority of the Minister 
by whom the measure was proposed and 
pat in execution. 


Well, but, after all, the Act was to Jas» 
only ten months; on(y till the first of March 
1803; it was only, as the Minister’s bro- 
ther, Mr. Hirey Appinoton, called it, 
“* a temporary provision, *till the effec’s of 
“ the peace should have begun to operate.” 
Only this. Nothing more. Yet did they, 
when tlie Ist of March, 1803, came, re- 
new the Act again. Again did they pass 
a. law to protect the able-and-willing-to- 
| pay Bank against the demands of the note- 

holders ! Again did they pass an Act, to 
continue in force till six weeks alter the 
commencement of the then next session 
of parliament, the measure for preventing 
payments in cash, though peace liad been 
made @ whole year, and though they said, 
} that the Bank was able and ready to pay. 


Let.us see, then, Gentlemen, what were 
the reasons givennow. ‘ The most thinking 
‘¢ people in the world,” were, as we have 
seen, told the last. time, that the Act . 
renewal was “a temporary provision, 'til 
«the effects of peace should have begun 
“to operate;” and, as peace had vs 
lasted a whole year, what reason, wos 
pretence, what excuse, what apology “ 
now to be found? This is what we ~ 
to keep our eye upon. We know en 
that they renewed the Act; but, oe : 
to be able to judge of what will be ~ 
in future, we must take care to keep . 
view the reasons, which, at the differen 
renewals, were given for the measure. 


When he came to propose the = 
renewal after the war was over, it . ; 
confessed, that Ma, AppDINGTON di 7 
pear to perceive the light in whi his 
stood. He. did appear sensible ad 
situation ; and, doubtless, this was wer a 
the things, for which, as 18 was assert ae 
a pamphleteer soon afterwards, Mp. 
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was on the 7th of February, 1803, that he 
moved for leave to bring in this bill. He 
begun by saying “that it was with the 
« utmost reluctance that he submitted the 
« proposition to the House, but the rea- 
« sons which suggested it were too 
‘ strong, and the necessity too urgent, to be 
« resisted ; that necessity, however, he 
« hoped, would soon disappear; and, he 
«“ anxiously and impatiently looked forward 
«tothe day, which he trusted was not 
« far removed, when the Bank would be 
“at liberty to resume its payments in 
“specie.” The grounds for proposing | 
this measure he stated to be, that the course | 
of exchange was still against this country, 

and, as the House “ last year, considered 

“ that a sufficient argument for the mea- 

« sure, he would appeal to the candour 

“ and good sense of the House whether 

© it would be expedient to allow the re- 

“ striction to cease.” He alsosaid, “that 

“ asudden issue of cash from the Bank 

« would produce a run upon the country 

“ Banks, and a consequent run opon the 

“ Bank of England, which might be pro- 

« ductive of most serious consequences.” 

He further observed that, “ the exchange 

“ being against us had arisen from the 

“ cireumstance of scarcity of corn, which, 

“ of late years had caused so much Bul- 

« lion to be sent out of the country, and 

« that it was obvious, that we should wait 

“ the operations of a flourishing com- 

merce ‘to bring back some proportion 

“ of this vast amount of Bullion, before 

“we attenrpied to permit the Bank to 

“ Issue specie,” 


~ 





“ 


The whole world never, in My Opinion, 
heard any thing like this before. Were it 
not upon record, in a manner not to be dis- 

uted, itwould not, it could not, be believed. 

In. Tyerney, and Mr. Fox, spoke against 
the motion, and particularly wished for an 
Inquiry previous to the passing of such a 
Bill. Mr. Tierney said « accerding to 
“ thereport of the committee of 1797, the 
“ proportion of cash and Bullion in the 
“ Bank amounted to ONE MILLION, 
when the Order of Council was issued : 
“ and some short time afterwards this swm 
“ was increased to SIX MILLIONS. ‘Was | 
it net now a fit object for enquiry ; 
“ What dad become of their six millions ? 
“ if it was forth-coming to meet any-exi- 
“ gency? and if it was, why should the 
“ Bank hesitate to resume their operation ? 
“ They could not be afraid of a run upon 





“ them, fer-who could now think of any 
| 


[1162 
“ material advantage from hoarding 
« gold?” Nevertheless, the bill passed ; 
and thus was the Bank protected against 


demands upon them for cash, until six 


weeks after the commencement of the 
then next Session of Parliament, which 
Session began in November 1803.* 


After what we have now seen, we can 
hardly expect to hear of any more reasons. 
It would, I think, have been utterly im- 
possible to invent any pretext that Mr. 
Appincton would have made use of; 
but, most fortunately for him, before par- 
liament met, and, of course, before the Act 
expired, WAR had begun again. That 
was quite enough; and, without any 
scruple, hesitation, or ceremony, the Mu- 
nister brought in a bill to prolong the 
Stoppage, or Restriction, till the war should 
be.over, and until six months after a definitive 
treaty of peace should be concluded. He said, 
that, “ though doubts had been entertain- 
“ed asto the propriety of the measure, 


«« during a period of peace, he had never 


« heard its policy questioned during a.pe- 
“riod of war. Under the impression, 
* therefore, that no doubts existed on the 
‘subject, he should take it tor granted 
“that no objection would be made, in the 
« present instance, to a renewal of theamea- 
“sure. It was satisfactory to know that 
‘“‘ the credit of the Bank had remained 
“firm and unshaken, during the past ex- 
“ perience of the measure, and that its sy/- 
« ficiency to make good its engagements, both 
“ was, and is, unaffected by even the slightest 
** suspicion.” + 


”~ 


This was all. There was very litle 
more said about the matter. All the anz- 
iety that he expressed upon the former oc- 
casion, for the happy day of cash-pay- 
ments to come, was now forgotten ; or he 
had got an entirely new view of the mat- 
ter. There were some very interesting 
debates upon the subject, in the House of 
Lords, in which Lorp Kine and Loro 


‘(GRENVILLE took a part, and in which they 





* The whole of this debate is very im- 
portant, and also a subsequent one of the 
11th February, 1803. They will be found 
at full length, and very accurately given, 
in the Pourticat Recisrer, Vol. Ll, pages, 
1233 and 1247. 

+ See Parliamentary Debates, Vol. 1. 
page 52. Where the reader will find Mr. 
Avpincton’s grave ideas respecting hourd- 


ing money. 
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showed, that they were duly impressed 
with the dangerous consequences of thus 


_ continuing this Act in foree;* but, what 


they said was of no avail. The 4ct was 
passed; it is, as you well know, Gentle- 
men, in force to this day ; and, the pre- 
posinion af the Bullion Committee is, that 
itshali be in force, to its present extent, at 
least, ou/y two years longer. 


When we take a review of the reasons 
for the passing of this Act, at the several | 
times at which it has been passed; when | 
we see how those reasonshave varied; when | 
we see how many times the expectation | 
of a return to cash-payments has been dis- | 
appointed ; but, especialiy when we look 
weil into the part which the Bank Company 
themselves have borne in these transactions 3 
when we look at what passed between the 
Minister and the Bank Company previous 
to the Stoppage; when we look behind the 
curtain and see the plan laid for a private 
Meeting of the principal Bankers to settle 
upon the scheme for a general meeting ; 
when we afterwards hear the Minister, in 
parliament, talking of that Meeting as of | 
a thing in which he had had nothing to do, 
and citing it asa mark of tne public confidence 
an the Bank Paper; when we take this re- 
view, Gentlemen, itis not, I think, possi- 
ble, that any of us can ever again be de- 
ceived by professions, promises, and outward 
appearance, as tar, at least, as relates to the 
subject of Bank notes. 


I have now gone through the whole his- 
tory of the Sto; page of money-payments 
at the Bank of tngland, which history, 





though it has, Gentlemen, taken up a good 
dleal of time, will, 1 trust, be found well 
worth both our time and our labour. 
Without a knowledge of this history, it is 
impossible tor any one to form so correct 
an opinion, as to the future, as he will be 
able to do with this history fairly imprint- 
ed on his mind. In this history be has be- 
fore him the experience of thirteen years ; 
and, from what has been, he will easily 
form his opinion as to what, under the 
operation of similar circumstances, is 





en ee - + ee 


* See Parliamentary Debates, Vol. 1. 
page 152 to 156. And page 304 to 319. 
‘These two debates are of great importance. 
There is scarcely any thing to be found 
in the Bullion Keport, as touching the 
main points, which will not be found to 
rave been said, upon this occasion, by one 
gr the other of these two Nobiemen, | 
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likely tobe. Wehave, by toiling through 
this history, furnished ourselves with all 
the knowledge (vi any real wse ye re) 
possessed by the members o1 the Ballon 
Cominittee 5 and, perhaps, a lie more . 
so that, we shall now cnier into an exa. 
mination of their production without any 
dread of difficulty in the progress, or 01 
error in the conclusion. 

lam, Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 
W™ Cosserr., 

State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 

December 10, 1810. 





SUMMARY OF POLITIC». 


PortucaL. Tue War. —— There is 
nothing new upon this subject but the cone 
of the venal press, which 1s wholly new, it 
having now ceased to talk about anniiulat- 
ing or starving the French ;. nay, it having 
begun to talk about wultenate success as a 
thing that we never were taught to expect. 
Oh! thinking people, if this does net pro- 
duce some effect upon you, what will? 
Nothing but that which makes even bruies 
feel and perceive. We are told, how- 
ever, that provisions, stores, and rein- 
forcements of all sorts, are hastening out 
to Lisbon ;_ and, those prints, which have 
been most loud in their praises of Lord 
Talavera, and in their promises of e- 
struction to Massena and his army, seem 
to complain, that reinforcements have oe 
been sooner sent out. They say, tat 
they “had hoped that reinforcements 
« would have been sent to him ere now; 
“ for that, however great his success, still 





|“ the troops ought to be sent 1 order to 


« rerider that success the more complete ; 
‘ and, in the event of disaséer, reintorce- 
‘ments might enable him to retrieve", 
« and to turn the tide in his favour. ~~ 
Thus, you see, then, reader, they can » 
gin to talk of disaster. They mare eS 
dently been harbouring the 1/€a, 07, rate 

it has haunted their heads (as apparivion’ 
are wont to visit empty houses), !r me 
time back; and, at last, they have ar 
up their nerves to the naming of the! ae 
Ani, we are now told, we, sober, cae 
ING, intelligent, solid people, are ads 
told, that, at all events and all omy 
reinforcements ought to be sent lols ® 


~ 


either offensively or defensively, — 
.. . aye, against anenemy, whom We 
before told, we had safe m 4 erapa | “ 
who had, for weeks, been stewig — 
horses to make soup of. What @ 
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people we are. Aye, and those who are 
at large in this town, will not fail to hear 
from the lips of the “ /oyal’’ as confident 
hopes founded on the call for these rein- 
forcements, as they before founded upon 
the assertions of our having caught the 
enemy ina trap. Aye; and they will 
il insist thac he ¢ ama trap, and that 


thesereints >cements are nevertheless wanted. | 


There : aothing that they will not, as to 
sul matiers, say, and that they will not 
swear, Wen swearing is necessary.——It 
seelns, bowever, if the public prints are 
to Le believed, that Napoleon is sending 
reintjorcements towards Portugal, and, if 
le is, we shall not be long, before we 
hear of the effects of thai movement. He 
siicom takes a movement in vain; and, 
if French reintorcewents are really on 
their way to Portugal to any great 
amount, all that our Lord Marshal can 
possiiy accomplish for us, is, I should 


suppose, to expend for us tenor a dozen | 


millions of money, aud, of course, make 
that much of addition to the national debt. 


Invasion. Preparations ror. ——It is 
stated, and with a great deal of confi- 
dence, that Napoleon is putting an army 
on board his ships in the Scheldt, and that 
he is making very serious preparations in 
all the ports on the coast opposite the 
Eastern part of England. What degree 
of credit we ought to attach to this report, 
I cannot say; but, it is, I think, next to 
impossible to find any man in his senses, 
who will deny, that such preparations, if 
not actually making, are very likely to 
be made, in a short time. Indeed, to sup- 
pose, that Napoleon will not make such 
preparations, and that he will not, in the 
course of a year, make ‘he attack, unless 
some material change in the circum. 
stances of Europe take place, is folly in 
the highest degree. The Emperor does 
not mean to stop where he is. All of 
us agree in this. No one, even amongst 
those, who, to justify their sycophancy, 
affect to think that all is safe; no one 
even of these men will deny, that Napo- 
leon’s object is to subjugate England, and 
that nothing short of that will satisfy 
him. This being his object, then, why 
should we believe, that he wil! not use al] 
the means in his power to accomplish it ? 
Why should we suppose, that’he will not 
make use of the shipping and seamen of 
Sweden, Denmark, and Holland, in order 
fo annoy us? He is not to be told what 
eliects the aspect of inyasion would have 


nary and vulgar expedients. 
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upon this country. He has seen speci- 
mens enough of it, and though the nature of 
the Bank Company’s affairs is such, that 
they may now, as the Elder George Rose 
observed in his pamphlet, set a run at d:fi- 
ance, yet, would -invasion, if seriously ex- 
pected, produce effects, even in pecuniary 
matters, the extent of which it is not 
every noddle that can calculate, and that 
certainly would not be checked by ordi- 
When 
invasion was expected in 1803, Lorp 
GRENVILLE suggested a plan for giving se- 
curity to the country bank notes, in case of 
actual invasion. It was very ingenious, 
aud proved that he had thought a great 
deal upon the subject. But, 1 caunot 
say, that I looked upon it as practicable 
Yet, it was evident, that some precaution 
of this sort would become absolutely ne- 
cessary if invasion began to wear a seri- 
ous aspect; for, not only might whole 
districts be in the same situation that the 
City of Salisbury was in, a little while 





}ago; but they might remain in that situa- 


tion, till, perhaps, the power of law would 
be compelled to yield to the powers of 
hunger or of other feelings equally strong, 
In such a state of things, happy would be 
the man that had a guinea; but, as every 
one could not bave a guinea, nor even a 
shilling, | think that the sooner the pro- 
position of my Lorp GrenviLLe is 
brought forward for discussion the better, 
For, to suppose, that the aspect of inva- 
sion will not soon present itself is to de- 
ceive ourselves most grossly. Present it 

self it will, and, it is the duty of every 
man to prepare himself for i.——As to 
the sending of the troops out of the coun- 
try to reinforce Lord Talavera, while in- 
vasion is threatened on the other side of 
the channel,-there are, it would seem, two 
opinions ; but, the venal prints, who are 
crying aloud for troops to be sent to Lis- 
bon, and who seem to think, that they 
are’ going away too slowly, tell us, “ that 
“ even the Volunteer Corps of the County, 
“in which the French may land, sup- 
“ posing them to elude the vigilance of 
« our fleets, would be guite sufficient to give 
“« a good account of them.”” And, then, we 
are further told, that it would be dis- 
gracelul to vs, if our attention could be, 
fora moment, diverted from Portugal by 
Buonaparté’s preparations for invading 
England! Famous swagger! “ ‘Twenty 
«more: kill em!” The same, thing 
was, however, said, some months ago, 
when we were told, that a regular soldier 
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ought not to be left in England: that all, 
that every, man, except the recruiting 
parties, ought to be sent and put under 
the command of the Viscount of Talavera. 
—— Now, what these people say cannot 
be true, because JupGE Grose told me, 


that it was necessary to have FOREIGN | 


TROOPS to assist in the defence of this 
country, which foreign troops are, I be- 
lieve, still in this country, or, a great part 
of them, at least ; aid, it is not more 
than two months ago, since these saine 
venal writers informed us, that a parcel of 


German deserters from the French army in | 


Portugal, had been marched to join the 
German Legion at Bexhill in Kent.——So 
that, while they one day tell us of the 
existence of a corps of foreign troops in 
the heart of England and mention with 
seeming pleasure the additions made to 
those troops, they, the next day, tell us, 
that we do not want a regular soldier in 
England to defend it agaiust the enemy, 
for whom our Volunteers alone, exclusive 
of the militia, would be more than a 
match. Leaving the reader to bestow 
a little reflection’ upon these matters, I 
shail just observe, that, if Napoleon has 
really an intention to invade England, he 
has, thus far, acted very wisely in his 
management of the three wars going on 
in Spain, Portugal, and Sieily, which are 
so many Most copicus drains upon us for 
men and money, for all the sinews, the 
blood and bones, of war. If he means 
now to attack England, or Ireland, or 
both, he has provided three such diversions 
as were never before seen in any war. 
We have from 13 to 18 thousand men, 
perhaps, in Sicily and the adjacent islands. 
There 1s the King of Naples to keep 
them employed; and, we have to main- 
tain this army with a fleet into the bar- 
gain, the employment of which has the 
same object, namely, the defence of Sicily. 
We have another army and another 
fleet employed in the war for the recovery 
of Spain. And we have a third, as we 
well know, in Portugal with another fleet. 
——We are a very warlike people! We 
have had 27 years of it out of the last 50 
years; and, reaily, there is now less 
apparent Chance of peace than ever, 
Every day seems to render peace less 











likely, which, I think, should induce us 
to think serously as to the means of 
Continuing the war; and, while | do not, 
or my part, See any immediate cause 
for alarms I do think, that the proposition 
of Lord Grenville, relative to Bank notes, 
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in case of invasion, ought to be taken up 
and considered, without delay. Lonp 
STANHOPE once proposed to have a large 
sum of gold collected, and to keep it on. 
touched, in the hands of the government, 
to be ready in case of invasion, or of any 
very great alarm, that might induce peo- 
ple to refuse'to sell their goods for bank. 
notes, and in which case, the men under 
arms eould, of course, not be kept toge- 
ther. This, if invasion should assume a 
very serious aspect, would, perhaps, be 
prudent; and as to how the guineas would 
be got, as to whence they would come, that 
is a matter that we might safely leave to 
the parliament, which, considering its 
powers, would, doubtless, find no diff- 
culty in accomplishing an object of this 
sort. We should guard ourselves 
against false alarms, the fatal consequences 
of which were felt in 17973; but, we 
should, at the same time, not turn our 
eyes from ‘the danger. We should look 
it in the face, be it what it may. The 
papers of this day assure us, that “ the 
greatest activity prevails in the ports ol 
« Holland ; ‘that gur-boats are constructed 
“ja the Scheldt, in the Texel, Goree, and 
«in ‘the Maese; and that Danish and 
« other seamen have been collected from 
«all parts.’ . That there is, therefore, 
something going ‘on, there can be little 
doubt; whether there'be or not, tt 1s our 
duty to be prepared ; and, in preparations 
for invasion, I am of Lord Sranwore s opt 
nion, that guineas are full as necessary 2 
muskets. 





Prisoners or War.——!I am here about 
to insert a Letter, which was appeared . 
our public prints, as a circular re = 
Transport Board in answer to all | “ 
French Officers, prisoners 10 England, cs 1 
have applied to be released.—— This “e 
ter, addressed, observe, ‘to French ¢ ‘ 
cers, Prisoners in our r, has in it “ 
sort of an appeal to these Officers » re 
the conduct of their own nment, on W — 
the Letter ‘throws the blame that these ° , 
cers are still in prison.——The wo - “ 
the Letter are these :——* TRaxs? A 
«Orrice, ‘Lonpon.—Srr—The — 
sioners of his Majesty’s a "4 
« Board have received your Lee f c 
‘the , and they have directed am 
« inform you, that it ‘is the oa gp ns 
«of his Majesty’s ‘Government, | irs 
* send back French ‘Officers to their 
country, until the French Gov , 


“have releasedsoate English’ Ofticers 
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«exchange for the great number of 
« French Officers who have obtained this 
« favour from the British Government; 
«or until the French Government have 
«consented to a cartel, upon the fair prin- 
« ciple of man for man, and rank for rank, 
« conformably to the CO NSTANT U SA GE 
«OF CIVILIZED NATIONS, which tas 
“« Majesty’s Commissioners have frequently 
“e proposed, though their efforts to acce lerate an 
“exchange have always been ineffectual. —I 
«am, however, to inform you, that if the 
«French Government will send back to 
« England an Officer of your rank in ex- 
«change for you, or even certify officially 
“to his Britannic Majesty’s Commis- 
« sioners, that upon your arrival in France, 
«an English prisoner of your rank shall be 
«released, you shall instantly obtain 
“your release.— You must see, that in the | 
“ present state of affairs, your Government | 
“alone is the cause of your detention in this 
“country; but if you think proper to 
“make any representations to your Govern- 
“ment, you may tely upon it, that his 
“ Majesty’s Commissioners will faithfully 
“ transmit them. Jam, Sir, Your very 
“humble and obedient Servant, ALEX. 
« M‘CLEAY, Secretary.” All I ‘shall, 
er need, say upon this Letter is, that'it was 
published in all the London newspapers of 
last week, and that from those papers I have 
copied it. The language of it ismuchtoo 
plain'to be misuntberstood ; and, therefore, 
from me, it-shall have nothing in the way 
of comment.——TI shall, however, avail 
myself of this occasion to notice an error, 
into which-I was led, in my former article 
upon this subject.——It was there stated, 
that we have 50,000 Prisoners belonging 
to Franee, and she more than 50,000 be- 
longing to us and our allies. ‘This was 
right; but, then I stated, that if we gave 
up 3 Frenchmen for one Englishman, one 
Spaniard, and one Portuguese, some of 
our own people (there being 12 thousand of 
them) would séill:remain in captivity. This 
was anerror; because ifwwe got back one 
Englishman for every three Frenchmen 
that we gave up, it is quite clear, that we 
should have all our men home by the time 
that we had given up 36 ‘thousand of ‘the 
Frenchmen ; and, of course, we should 
have still 14 thousand Frenchmen to’ex- 
change for somany Spaniards and Portu- 
guese. Why is not-this done, then? | 
really can see no reason for the refusal to 
do this —~Phat such would be the effect 
of aceeding ‘to the terms proposed by the 
French, ‘we shall clearly see, in a moment, 
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if we again look ai the arficle in the Cou. 
ri&k, published in answer to the Moniteur. 
« France insisted, that, for every 3,000 
«“ French that we seat, the namber re- 





ri170 


«tarned by her should contain two 
“ foreigners for ove Englishman.’’ What, 
then, did this writer mean by saying, that 
we should leave our own so/diers and sailors 
lingering in captivity? KEather he has not 
correctly stated the terms proposed by 
the Emperor, or he is quite wrong in sup- 
posing that such an exchange as was pro- 
posed would have left any of our own 
soldiers or sailors or countrymen of any 
description in captivity ; for, as we have 
seen, they would all come home by the 
time that the French had got only 36 
thousand of her people home.——Now, | 
am not, mind, certain, that this was the 
purport of the proposition made by France, 
The Courier says it was, but the article 
in the Monireur doesnot. I should sup- 
pose, indeed, that it was not. I should 
suppose, that France proposed to exchange 
man for man and rank for rank, regarding 
our allies as part of ourselves, and giving up 
an equal number of each of the three na- 
tions, in proportion to the number of each that 
she possesses ; and, in that case, if she pos- 
sesses, more of the three nations taken all 
together than we possess of French, pari of our 
people would remain in prison after the ex- 
change was concluded ; and part of the pri- 
soners made from our allies would also re- 
main in prison. Jt would, indeed, be very 
mortifying to see the.poor fellows left in 
prison aficr the long-expected exchange 
had been accomplished ; but, then, as was 
before observed, one cannot have, without 
any cost, such wars as those of Spain and 
Portugal. «“ Loss and gain, pain and plea- 
“sure, are mixed in this world,” as is 
well observed ‘by Mar, Foresicut, who, 
I suppose (though his biographer does 
not positively ‘state the fact) must have 
been'some great man,inhisday. “ Ups 
“and downs, loss and gain, pain and 
« pleasure, sours and sweets, are mixed 
«in this world,” says loresicut, and so 
doubtless, says Mr. ‘Prxcevar, who, if we 
lament over the suflerings of our country- 
men, in ‘French Prisons, may very faisky 
tell us, that, if we ascribe this evil to 
the-wars in Spain and Portugal and in 
Hanover, we must set the good against the 
evil, and take into view the advantaves as 


well as disadvantages of these wars.—— 


Ican remember when the war in Spain 
began, and I never should have forgotien 
(even though [bed been a little boy at 
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the time) the joy, which was expressed | 
by the Courter and by the other minis- 
terial news-papers, when they communi- | 


cated the intelligence, that we had got on | 
our side Att Manomet (See Register, 
Vol. XIV, page 203,) who, “ to shew that 
“he knows ail,’ called the French dogs, 
and encouraged the Spaniards to cut their | 
throats, and to make them sgueak like | 
pigs! The Courter called this a very | 
smrited proclamation. The next thing | 
to encourage us in this war was the Tur- 
tLe Patriot feast, at the City of London | 
‘Tavern, where, in order to shew that they 
had “a stomach for the fight,’ they had 
amongst 400 of them; 2,500 pounds 
weight of Turtle, 40 haunches of Venison, 
besides four times as much,. perhaps, of 
other things? It was at this feast, not like 
the feast of ALEXANDER “* for Persia won,” 
but a feast at the beginning for a war, 
and for victories yet to come; it was at this 
feast (See Register, Vol. XIV. page 225) 
that the war for king Ferdinand was, in 
fact, first announced, in a toast to “ King 
« Ferdinand VII?’——That a war, which 
set out with such good cheer should have 
any crosses and plagues in its progress 
may, possibly, be a subject of astonish- 
iment with some persons; but, be that as 
it may, the fact is so, and we must abide 
by the consequences. 





Sir RichHarD Pairtieso_——In page 880, 
of this volume, I took the liberty, for the 
reasons there stated, to insert an: article 
respecting this gentleman, and to that ar- 
ticle I now beg leave to reter the reader. 
Sir Richard, in the letter there copied 
from the Morning Post, expressed his ccn- 
fident expectation, that, after paying 
every creditor twenty shillings in the 
pound, he should have a clear surplus of 
seventy or eighty thousand pounds. His ac- 
counts have now been made up by an Ac- 
countant chosen, [believe, bytheAssignees; 
he has had his third meeting before the 
Commissioners of Bankrupts; and, after 
making the largest possible allowances 
against him, it appears from those ac- 
counts, that he has a clear surplus of fifiy 
seven thousand pounds. ‘This inijormation I 
have from my own Printer, Ma. Hansarp, 
who is one of the creditors, It is stated 
also, but I do not assert it upon the same 
authority, that, during Sir Richard’s career 
of about 14 or 15 years, he has paid about 
Atty thousand pend + to AuTHoRs, includ- 


ing, perhaps, Encravers and other ARTIsTs. 





~~—I must confess, that few things have 


, 
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happened to give me greater satisfaction 
than the result of this inquiry into Sir 
Richard Phillips's affairs. It has not, how- 
ever, surprized me; for I was morally 
certain, that he would not deliberately 
assert what he even suspected to be false. 
As to the difference between bis estimate 
and that of the actual account, it is to be 
observed, that the account makes the con- 
tingent surplus nearly seventy thousand 
pounds; and, even this must, with all al- 
lowances that have been made, be greatly 
short of what the amount will be, when 
the management of the property returns 
again into his own hands. i repeat, 
that, Sir Ricwarp Paiuuips has conferred 
great obligations upon public leberty and upon 
literature; the public, and literary men in 
particular, are his debtors; and, I have 
not the smallest doubt that he, whom 
nothing subdues, will yet have additional! 
claims to the gratitude of both. 





Beauty aND THE Beast.——This may 
seem an odd sort of a title to a topic, 
coming under the general title of Poui- 
tics. But, Politics, is a word that does not 
confine itself to the tran$actions in parlia- 
ment and in the field: it embraces what- 
ever is of public interest in commerce, in 
finance, in rural affairs, and especially in 
the administration of justice. In this last 
light there have few things of more conse- 
quence taken place, of late, than the re- 
cent trial of an action of damages against 
a Clergyman of the name of Beresford, 
for cutting and destroying a very famous 
picture, cailed “ Beauty and the Beast, au 
the doctrines, brought forward upon which 
trial, are worthy of particular atienton. 
——Those doctrines 1 have not room 
lay before my readers here ; but, I shall 
take an early opportunity of discharging 
this duty. In the mean wile, te 
Praintirr, aMr. Dusost, who, it appeal 
isa very eminent French Painter, has pub- 
lished, in the Morning Post of to-day, ri 
letter which Iam sure the impartial ap 
just reader will be glad to see “at 
here. It is as follows: * Sir" 
“had no opportunity of replying 0" ! " 
“ occasion of the late trial, I feel my*¢ 
called on to publish the correspondence 
« between me and Mr. Hope, whic hy, mi 
“ther with my Appeal published agaws 
“ calumnies of a Sunday Paper, will war 
“ vey to the public some idea of ~ = 
“of my quarrel with that Gent 5 
«The Press being the only me 7 
“through which I can defend mys” 
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«trust your liberality will give insertion 


«to the few following facts. It will ap- 
« pear by them at least, that Lam neither 
«the “ BEGGAR nor the RUFFIAN”’ J 
« have been described. It is imperative 
«on me «o state that I am a native of 
« Lyons; that my family was of the first 
4 respectability and fortune, in France, 
« previous to the Revolution; part of 
«which tortane was lost in the general 
«contusion of that period 
« known at Paris, during the imprisonment 
“of sir Sidvey Smith, not only as an aruist, 
«but asa geutleman who mixed in the 
«best -ociety, and as a sportsman of no 
«ttle celeritty. The present coachman 
“of sir Sidney Smith was ay groom tor 
«two years, and if I advance an untruth, 
«ho as inthis country to contradict my as- 
«sertion. I came to England as an 
« anateur of horses and as a professional 
“man, to study the finest models of that 
“animal to be seen in the world. The 
‘attenuons which I received from 
“numbers of the most_ respectable peo- 
“ple im this country, induced me to 
“make my stay longer; and 1 have now 
«untortunately a/cause pending in the 
«Court of Chancery, the protracted ter- 
« mination of which delays my departure. 
«I have atiracted the obloquy of many, 
« by deiending myself against the severe 
«* injury inflicted on me, I bave, I hope, a 
“mind able to despise the undeserved 
« slanders by which I have been assailed. 
«—f am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
“ ANTOINE DUBOST. — London, Dec. 
«10, 1810.” -——I have not room tor 
many words ; bat I think it right to say, 
that the proceedings on, and the result of, 
the trial indduced me to read the “ Appeal’’ 
of Mr. Dunost, and, that,. for my own 
part, I never read any publication with a 
more perfect conviction of the eruch of it, 
from one end to the other. “Ihe facts, 
which are numerous, are very curious and 
not less curious than interesting ; and, 
what greatly recommer.ds tne work in my 
eyes, they are stated in an explicit manner; 
in a manner that exposes thein to easy 
detection, if false. The reasoning is fair 
and foreible; and, merely as a Composition, 
the pamphlet has, in my opinion, great 
merit. Jf written by a foreigner, it sur- 
Passes, as such, any thing I ever read. 
The manner in which the writer treats the 
idea of an obligation incurred by him in 
having resided a few days in the House of 
a Dutch Merchant, bespeaks the man of 
real talents and of honour, and demands 
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the gratitude of all those whose talents are 
not of a sort to be trucked against victuals, 
drink, and lodging. 
W™. COBBETT, 
State Prison, Newgate, ‘Tuesday, 
December 51, 1810 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


siciL¥y.—Dispatch from Sir John Stuart, 
Countof Maida, dai d Messina, Sept. 22, 
1810.—BPubished by the Government in 
England, in an Extraordinary Gazette, 
Nov. 19, 1810. 


Adjutant General Major General Campbell's 
Report to the Count of Maida, dated 
Messina, 18th September 1810. 


(Concluded from p. 1152.) 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Adam, of the 2ist 
regiment, I was peculiarly indebte!. His 
thorough knowledge of the country and 
passes would have enabled us to antici+ 
pate alti check the enemy, had he endea-~ 
voured to move further than Mili.—I wag 
accompanied by my Aid-de-camp, Cap~ 
tain A’Court, whose active exertions were 
conspicuous to ell. I have also to men- 
tion, in terms of acknowledgment, Cap- 
tains Hill and Freuller, Assistant Adjutant- 
generals, and Lieutenant Burke, Aide-de- 
camp to Major-general Spencer. ‘The 
whole of the conduct of the troops was 
cheerful and animated ; and the best dis- 
position in aid of us was exhibited by the 
peasantry of the country, who, with arms, 
and every other weapon of offence they 
could collect, flocked, to our immediate 
assistance ; and, what is most consvlatory, 
we have not to regret the loss of a single 
officer killed or wounded. Two men of 
the 2ist regiment, and one rifleman, were 
slight!y wounded in this singular incurs 
sion of the enemy,—I have not been able 
accurately to ascertain the loss of the ene- 
my. Two officers of the Corsican batta- 
lion are among their wounded, of which 
there were many, as well as killed, upon 
the field. His most material loss must 
have been upon his retreat, and in the 
boats, which were completely within the 
range, not only of our field-guns, but also 
of our musketry; one boat was sunk, one 
deserted to us, and many were disabled, 
Reports have also been received that seve. 
ral dead bodies have floated on shore near 
the scene of action. The peasantry have 
likewise brought in as prisoners a consi- 
derable number, who concealed them- 
selyes in the country. 
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PortucaL.—Copy of a Letier from Marshal 
General Lord Wellington to his Excellency 
Don Miguel Pereira Forjat.—20th Uct, 

1810. 


Most Excellent Sir,—Since the ,Ictter 
which I addressed to your Excellency on 
the 13th instant, the enemy has been em- 
ployed principally in reconnoitring the 
positions occupied by our troops, and in 
fortifying his own. ‘To accomplish the 
first object he has skirmished with the 
troops which form our advanced posts, and 
who have always behaved well. On the 
14th the enemy attacked with infautry, 
supported by artillery, a small detachment 
of the 71st regiment, which formed the 
advanced guard of Sir Brent Spencer’s di- 
vision, near_Sobral de Monte Agraco, and 
that for the purpose of covering a recon- 
noissance made by one of his parties. Our 
detachment, having at its head the Ho- 
nourable Colonel! Cadogan and Lieut.- 
Colonel Reynell, charged the enemy with 
the most distinguished gallantry, and com- 
pelled him to retire on the above-men- 
tioned place. The whole of the Sth corps 
of the French army, and part of the 6th, 
arrived that evening on the plain near 
Sobral, and-in consequence Sir B, Spen- 
cer’s division was under the necessity of 
falling back from the advanced situation 
which it occupied. The gun-boats on the 
Tagus, commanded by Lieutenant Berke- 
ley, and those with which Admiral Berke- 
ley supports the right of the army near 
Alhandra, were engaged at the same time, 
and fired on the parties of the enemy em- 
ploved in reconnoitring on that side, and 
were very useful. 1 have also the satisfac- 
tion. of informing your Excellency, that 
the account which I transmitted in my 
former letter, of the 1th, relative to the 
march of two detachments of the troops 
under the command of General Bacellar, 
is since confirmed. Colonel Trant-arrived 
near’‘Coimbra on the 7th instant, and im- 
mediately attacked the advanced posts 
which the enemy had without the: city, 
which he cut off and prevented them from 
entering’ the city, against ‘which he 
marched “pe The resistance the 
enemy made did not last long. He took 
SO officers prisoners, and 5,000 men, for 
the most part sick and wounded. Ihave 
the nonour to enclose to your Excellency 
acopv of Colonel Trant’s letter to Mar- 


shat Beresford, and ‘also a copy of the 


Marshal’s letter tome on occasion of this 


success.eOn the follewing day Brigadier- | 








fli7¢ 
General Miller and Colone! Wil 
rived at Coiinbra, with the Phat 


ener te common.” hey be sa 
; : prisoners, soldiers who 
had straggled from their regiments durinc 
the march, forthe purpose of gettin pro. 
visions.—Colone! Wilson has since rad. 
vanced with a party of infantry and ca- 
valry to Condeixa, and at the same time 
Brigadier-General Miller occupies Coim- 
bra—I send your Excellency enclosed a 
copy ofa letter from Marshal Beresford. 
relative to these events.—A detachment 
of the garrison of Peniche, ordered out by 
rigader-General Blunt, has been equally 
successful, having taken 48 prisoners be- 
longing to the enemy’s rear-guard, and 
killing nine more than the number of the 
prisoners. Lieutenant-Colonel Waters, 
who ‘has also attacked the rear-guard of 
the enemy, has made a number of priso- 
ners. The difficulties that the enemy ex- 
periences in procuring provisions, owing 
to his having invaded the country without 
establishing magazines, and without adopt- 
ing means for securing his rear, or his 
communications with Spain, have imposed 
upon him the necessity of allowing his 
soldiers to straggle to procure provisions ; 
m consequence of which not a day passcs 
without a number of prisoners and de- 
serters being brought in.—Every thing 
remains tranquil in the north of Portugal, 
according to the last accounts I received. 





Portuca.—Copy of a Letter from General 
Beresford, to General Lord Wellington. 
( Head- Quarters, Fort of Sobral, Oct. 17.) 


My Lord,—I have the honour to inform 
your Lordship, that by letters from Brige- 
dier-general Miller, dated Coimbra, I have 
been informed that our troops of the 
north entered that city on the sth. ; 
appears that Colonel Trant, from waa | 
have not yet received dispatches, was‘ 
first who-entered that town with the — 
of Operte, and that Brigather-gene’® 
Miller and: Colonel Wilson, with : 
troops of the Minbo, and the cavalry, '0!- 
lowed the-enemy on the line of —s 
to the foot of the ridge of Caramue ot 
Brigadier-general Miller has made P 
soners 350 of the enemy’sarmy, a 
=e 
found rebbing ;: is cont 7 
rape gir BP Colonel Wilson, wit ee 
advanced guard, entered scant 
10th, or 1ith instant, The Pp 


were sent to Oporto. 
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Second Letter. —Casal Cochim, Oct. 20. 


My Laud —Since I sent your Lordship 
the information received from General 
Miller, relativeto the retaking of Coimbra, 
I have received from Colonel Trant a 
mere circumstantial detail of that event, | 
a copy of which I have the honour to send | 
inclosed to your lordship—The number of | 
prisoners mentioned in the account of 
Colonel Trant appears to be greater than 
was supposed from the first details; while 
General Miiler has added to them 3 or 
10), whem he took plundering in the 
yicinity of Coimbra, who therefore must 
be added to the number of prisoners that | 
were taken by Colonel Trant.—The cir- 
cumstances and the manuer in which Col. 
Trant retook Coimbra are a new proof of | 
the activity and prudence with which he | 
always fulfils the instructions that are given | 
to hun, and which doubtless deserve the 
approbation of your Lordship. 








PontuGat.—Ertract of an Oficial Letter | 
Srom Marshal General Lord Wellington, 
to his Excellency Don Migwel Pereira 
Forjaz, dated Head-Quarters, Pero Negro, 
Oct. 27, 1810. 


Most Excellent Sir—The enemy con- 
tinue to occupy the Same positions (in front 
of our army) which I mentioned to your 
Excellency in my former dispatches of 
the 20th instant. I nevertheless dis- 
patched some troops to the side of Santa- 
rem, knowing that Gen. Loison, on the 
23d, had marched /or the same place, with 
the division under his command, and it 
appears, according to intelligenve received 
from the Commanding Officer at Abrantes, | 
under date of the 24th instant. that an 
enemy’s corps of infantry and cavalry 
entered Thomar on that day.—All the in- 
formation reeeives from prisoners and de- 
serters, which have arrived at this army, 
Concur in constantly relating the miseries 
and difficulties which the enemy suffers in | 
Consequence of the great scarcity in a!l 
kindsof provisions. —They also state, that 
they were preparing materials for the con- 
struction of a bridge over the Tagus, but 
though we have a good view of that river 
from different points of the position which 
this army occupied, and officers and other 
individuals employed on the left bank of 
that river to observe the movements of 
the enemy, Dhave not been able to dis- 
Cover the place where this construction is 
Carrying on, nor the part of the river to 
which it is to be applied, if it should be 








completed.—The enemy likewise appeat 
very anxious to obtain or construct boats, 
and with this view endeavoured on the 24th 
inst. to dislodge a party of ordenanzas 
(militia) from the post at Chamusea, in 
order to obtain possession of some boats 
that were there, but they did not succeed. 
On the side of Ramalhal and of Obidos, 
the excursions of the enemy’s detach- 
ments are so confined and checked, that 


‘he, in fact, possesses no ground in the 


country except that on which his army is 
posted.—By General Silveira’s last reports, 
dated the 17th inst. it appears that every 
thing remains quiet on the northern fron- 
tiers, nor had the said General received 


any intelligence of any troops having 


marched into Castile. The flying parties 
have become more bold and enterprising 
than they ever were. ‘They formed a 
junction in the environs of Valladolid, at 


| the beginning of October, tothe number of 
1,500 men, in order to take a convoy of 


money aud contributions which the enemy 
had levied in the country ; they proved 
however unsuccessful in that enterprize.—~ 
I have the honour to remain with particu- 
lar consideration your Excellency’s most 
obedient servant. 





HoLtann.— Decree of Napoleon for burning 
English merchandize.—Dauted Lontain- 
bleau, 19 Oct. 1810. 


Having considered the fourth and fifth 
articles of our Berlin Decree, of the 2Ist 


November, 1806, We have decreed, and 


do decree as follows :—Art. 1. All mer- 
chandize, of whatever sort, proceeding 
from English manufacture, and which is 
prohibited, existing at this moment either 
in the real entrepots, or in the warehouses 
of our customs, of whatever description 
it may be, shall be publicly burnt.—2.: 
In fature, all prohibited merchandize of 
English marmufacture, proceeding either 
from our customs, or from seizures that 
may be made, shall be burnt.—d3. All 
prohibited merchandize of English ma- 
nufactare, which shall be foand in Holland, 
in the grand Duchy of Berg, in the Han- 
seatic Towns, and, generally from the 
Mein to the sea, shall be seized and burnt. 
—4. All the English merchandize to be 
found in our kingdom of Italy, under 
whatever description it may come, shall! 
be seized and burnt.—5. All the English 
merchandize which shall be found in our 
Tilyrian provinces, shall be seized and 
burnt——~6, All the English merchandize 
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which shail be found in the kingdom of | 
Naples, shall be seized aad burnt —7. Ail | 
the Lnglish merchandize winch shall be 
found in the provinces of Spain occupied 
by our troops shall be seized and burat.— | 
8 All the English merchandize which | 
shall be found in the towns,and within the 
reach of places occupied by our troops, 
shall be seized and burnt. 








Prussta.—Kiny’s Decree against English 
and Coontal gouds.—23 Oct 1810 


We Frederick William by the grace of 
God King ot Prussia, &c. By our Edict 
ofthe 10:4 iascant, we ordered the suspen- 
sion of the decree of the general Conti- 
nental Tariff till the 20:h only of this 
month, with respect to the colonial pro- 
duce introduced to our States for con- 
sumption, in the conviction that whatever 
of those articles might be remaining 
could only proceed from the old stores, or 
originate in some of the late confiscations 
—As, however, intelligence received in 
the mean ume from the Commissaries sent 
to examine the state of the sea-ports, has 
given just reason to suspect that there are 
actually in several places depots moré or 
less to be found of colonial produce, in- 
spe of what may be owing to 
the oldstock; and as by this int: Iligence 
also, we are assured that in a variety of 
places the vigilance of our excise and 
custom-house officers and mercantile com- 
missaries has led to the detection of con- 
siderable quantities of colonial wares, im- 
ported through the avarice of interested 
speculators, or kept back, from various 
pretences, for home consumption, we have 
therefore determined, by a general and 
unavoidable regulation, to prevent at the 
same time the loss threatened to our Ex- 
chequer, and those arts which in our States 
have been so obstinately attempted against 
the Continental system. We, therefore, 
decree as follows :—I On sight of this, 
our excise officers employed in the several 
States of our Monarchy, are ordered to 
seize all colonial produce, and such wares 
as seem, from their quality, to be of Eng- 
lish manufacture.—From this regulation 
are excepted the old stores of refined sugars, 
as well as the raw and fabricated, as also 
the present stock of the inland dealers and 
merchants.—The Principal Officer of Ex- 
cise in-each place respectively is charged 
with the execution of this order, and must 
corres into immediate operation, seconded 
by the most considerable merchants, and 
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where macenenry the Military Officers of 


the district.--II. From the day of the 
publication of this decree, or at least the 
period at which it is made known at each 
place respectively, no merchant or aven: 
shall dare to act contrary thereto, or to 
dispose of the goods so prohibited, or per. 
mit them to be imported either in his own 
or any other name under pain of contis. 
cation. Those manufactures seized jy 
the ports, or in the inland towns, are to be 
deposited in apuliic magazine—ILL Aiso 
those merchants or agents whom the Excise 
officers do not suspect of having any (v\o- 
nial wares, though notexamined, wins: an 
nounce the same 24 hours after the pub- 
lication of this decree, under pain of con- 
fiscation.—IV. Such goods as are seized on 
their way are to be laid under confis.ation, 
either at the place of their ultimate desti- 
nation, or atthe first barrier they come to.— 
V. For the deciding ofall questions with re- 
spéct to the goods seized, in order that the 
owner may not sustain any unnecessary Ine 
jury the Director of Excise is desired to take 
the subject under consideration without 
loss of time, assisted by such Officers as 
will be pointed out, and must transmit an 
account thereof within three days alter- 
wards to the Minister of Finance. I[n- 
ferior Officers are to Give intelligence of 
the discoveries they make to the Provin- 
cial Officer. —VIL. This intelligence shall 
contain. The name of the merchant, 
shipper, or agent of whom the goods have 
been seized.—2. The place where (hey 
have been seized.—3. Their quantity 2 
number or gross and net weight.—*- Thett 
quality.—5. What demand of consump- 
tion, or what danger incarred in the — 
chant, shipper, or agent, and a “ 
be the profits he was to expect. 
way and manner in which the goods on 
seized: —7. The seyeral circumstances - 
render it probable that such goods may ‘ 
introduced at home, to the prejudice e 
English commerce.—The other three s°° 
tions of this Proclamation are item . 
to regulate the conduct of the — 
sioners in their ultimate decision, oe “a 
goods seized as above, and in —_ 
stances the owner may have restitu . 
or a compensation ; the whole Cont 
ably to the spirit of the Genera 
nental Tariff. 


SPAIN.eeLetter from the Duke oon 0 
tia to the Minister at War. ) 
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that the General of Division Sernamont, | 


Commander in Chief of the Artillery, has 
finished his career before Cadiz ‘This 
worthy and respectable General, whose 
name was connected wiih the most me- 
morable exploits of the war, was employed 
in visiting the formidable works construct- 
ed by the ist corps of the army, when a 
shell, thrown from one’ of the enemy’s 
vessels, struck him in the breast. ‘The 
same shot also killed Colonel Degennes, 
Director of the parks of artillery, and 
Captain Pinondelle, both very distinguished 
Oflicers.—His Majesty the Emperor will 
certainly feel for the loss of General Ser- 
namont. ‘There was not in his Majesty’s 
service an officer who was more zealous in 
the discharge of his duty. Every thought 
of his was directed to the service, the 
glory of the Imperial armies, and the im- 
provement in tactics of the illustrious 
corps of which he was one of the most 
distinguished Commanders.—The honours 
due to the rank of General Sernamont 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 





lise 


annexed thereto, to the inspection of the 
before-mentioned Council of Liquidation. 


| —3. These demands and requests must be 


set out in the Dutch language, with an 
ebstraet in French, which abstract must 
contain briefly an account of the demand 


‘and the foundation on which the party 


rests his claim.—4. The said claims 
must be decided on in the course of 
three months at the farthest, and that 


period being elapsed, no further claim 
can be received but by authority from the 
Emperor, or by the person to whom his 
Majesty .the Emperor shall have granted 
such authority.—5. Inthe event of this 
Council having terminated its duties pre- 
vious to all the claims being sent in, such 
further claims cannot afterwards be ad- 
mitted, but by a decree of his Majesty 
the Emperor, nor otherwise taken into 
consideration at all, but by the Court of 
Public Accounts, at Paris. —6, The prin- 
cipal Secretary and Government is to 
furnish to the general body of the Secre- 


will be paid to him by the Ist corps of | taryship of this Council the outline of the 


the army, and also to Colonel Degennes 
and Capt. Pinondelle. The heart of Ge- 
neral Sernamont will be embalmed, to be 
conveyed to France, and placed at the 
disposal of the Emperor.—The General of 
Brizade, Daboville, has been provisionally 
hominated to the command of the artillery 
of the army, and the Chief of Battalion, 
Lignim, to that of the parks, until his 
Majesty shall have filled up these two 
vacancies, The Generals and superior 
officers of artillery, employed with the 
corps of the army, or on detachments in 
Span, are hereby required to obey and 
cause to be obeyed, such orders as may 
be issued by Gen. Daboville. 





Hotanp. Order of the Duke of Plais- 
| Qnce, relative to the Public Claims. Am- 
sterdam, 28 Oct. 1810. 





_We the Prince Arch-Treasurer of the 
Empire, Duke of Plaisance, General Stadt- 
holder of his Majesty the Ewyperor and 
King, have ordered and do order as fol- 
lows:—Art. 1. The Council of Liquida- 
tion appointed by the Decree of the 23rd 
September last shall commence its. func- 
tions on the Ist of November ensuing, at 
eleven o’clock in the morning.—2. All 
persons who may have claims upon or 
debts due from the State previous to the 
year 1810, are informed that they must 
tubmit their demands, with the particulars 


{ 
; 





! 
| 


| 





commission nominated for the purpose of li- 
quidating the balance of the national debt 
for the year 1507, and previously with ail 
the rates, plans, and particulars annexed, 
as are to be found in the archives of the 
Government.—7. The Ministers are to fur- 
nish, likewise to the said General Secre- 
taryship ali the particulars and accounts 
relative to the service of the year 1510, 
with the public orders belonging thereto 
to that period, which have been drawn up 
but not distributed, together with a note 
containing their advice upon the same.— 
8. The Court of Finances shall, in like 
manner, furnish to the said Secrctaryship 
all the ordinances which remain stl! in 
their department, and which apply to the 
said period. —9. The Director-General of 
the Public Treasury shall, in like manner, 
furnish them with the Ordinances passed 
for payment ot the demands antecedent 
to that period which may not yet Haye 
been carried into eflect.—10. A similar 
proceeding shall take place relative to 
the exigencies of all functionaries that are 
dependant on the Government, and the 
same with respect to all persons to whom 
these Ordinances shall have been deli- 
vered, at the time the demands are made. 
—11. The Ministers, the Court of. Fi- 
nances, the Director-General of the Public 
Debt, and all Officers belonging to, Go- 
vernment are charged with the execution 


of this Decree. 
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. Month, until the whole iscompleted.. Of 
‘the. Two Hunvrep and‘ Kieaty-Bicat |) 
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Treaty. between Austria and France. 


His Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, Protector of the Confede- 
ration of the Rhine, Mediator of the Swis 
Confederation, and his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Austria, King of Hungary and 
Bohemia, wishing to consolidate the state 
of peace happily re-established between 
Austria aud the Confederation of the 
Rhine, by effacing in Germany even the 
very traces of the last war, have named 
for Plenipotentiaries, viz. his Majesty the 
Fmperor of the French, &c. M. Jean 
Baptiste Nompere, Count of Champagny, 
Duke of Cadore, &c. his Munister for 
Foreign Affairs; and his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Austria, &e. M. Clement Win- 
cesiaus, Count of Metteraich, Winneburg, 
Ochsenhausen, &c, his Minister of State 
for Foreign Atfairs, who aiter having ex- 
changed their fall powers, have agreed on 
the following Articles :— 

Art. I. In execution of the Treaty of 
Vienna, his Majesty the Kmperor of Aus- 
tria, and the Sovereigns of the Confedera- 
tien of the Rhine, shali raise, as has been 
done in France, the sequestrations placed 
on either part, before and during the late 
‘war, and in consequence of that war, on 
property possessed by individaal title. 

he proprietors, whoever they may be, 
shall, wi the space of twe months after 
_ the ratifieation of the present Act». be.re- 
established. m._ the enjoyment or uli etd | 
“property, which shall be restored to theif 
without exception or reserve, in the state 
in which it was before the said’ sequestra- 
tion, (To. be continued.) 


COBBETT’S 
COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 
State Trials: | 


‘London, Decs.i, 1810. 
The Subscribers to this Work are. re- 
spéctfully informed, that, in future, it will 
be published, not in Pants, but in Vo- 








—_ 


LUMES ONLY: and >such is the progress | 
which has been made in it, that the Ninth |’ 
 Valume,will be ready for delivery on the 


first day of January,,1811, and one Vo- | 
lume‘on the first day of every alternate 


‘Trials or Proceedings, of Which the' first 
Right Volumes.consst, Owe Hunprep end 


[lisg 

Collection. The following is a List of the 

Articles contained in the’ Eighth Volume - 
*.* The new Articles are nurked [N.] : 

279. Pr oceedings against Richard Phompson 
Clerk, fora High Misdemeanour dyainst the 

Privilege of Parliament, a. p, 1680. {N.] 

873. Case of James Skene, for treasonable 

Opinions and Declarations, a. p. 1680. [N.] 

87 4.~ Case of John Niven, Captain of the 
Ship Fortone of London, for Leasing-making 
against James Duke of Albany and Youk, 
4. D. 1680 IN] 

275. Proceedings in Parliament against Fi. 
ward Seymour, esq. a member of the House 
of Commons and Treasurer of the Navy, 
upon an Impeachment of High Crimes, )\s. 
demeanors, and Offences, a. p. 1680. 

276. Proceedings against Lord Chicf Justice 
Scroggs before the Privy Council; aad 
against the said Lord Chief Justice and othe: 
Judges in Parliament, a. p. 1680. 

277. Proceedings in Parliament against Ey- 
ward Fitzharrs, upon an Impeachment fo. 
High Treason, a. D. 1681. 

278. The Trial of Dr. Oliver Plunket, Titula: 
Primate of Ireland, at the Kiny’s- Bench, fo. 
High Treason, a. b. 1681. 

279. The Triat of Sir Miles Stapleton, bart. 
at York Assizes, for High Treason, 4. | 
1681. 

980. The Trial of George Busby, at Ter! 
Assizes, for High Treason, bemg a Rows! 
Priest, a. D. 1681. 

981. The Trial of Stephea Coiledge, at Ox- 
ford, for High Treason, a. pb. 1681. 

$32. The "Frial of Slingsby Bethel, esq. « 
the Bri¢ge-House in. Southwark, for av As 

sault atid Battery oa Tabert Mason, at ne 

‘lection of Membeis of PaJiament for to 

Borough of Southwark, a. p. 1681. 

283. Proceedings ‘at tye Old Bailey, po? ® 
Bill-of Indictment for High Treason, 2291? 
Anthony Farl of Shafeshurgya. p. J0S!: 

264. The Trial of the Parl of Argyle, 12 Seot- 
land, for Treason, 4, D. 1681. 

285. “Proceedings before the King in Counc, 


| against Archur Ear! of Anges Lord Privy 


Seal, upon ‘nccsunt of a Book reflecting °° 
the Coudact pf James Duke of Ome 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 4. D. herd 
486. Proceedings against Temperance oyd, 
Mary Trembies,> and Susenna Edwards, 
Wireheraft, «. pv. 1682[N.) 4 the 
487.. Proceedings between the King ber 
City of London,-on an [nformatio? » om . 
of a. Quo Warrauto, in the hing’ , 
 g. De 1681-1683. Ls 
éat:The Fria of Nathaniel Thompso i 
“Yiarh Pain and Joho Farwell, at the ue 
hall of Loudon, for writing, eer i. 
lishing Letters, importing that 9 for 
| bury Godirey taurdered bimsel!; 3 *” 


iti ; ‘dd Matter 
several Falsities relating to the “7 : 


u 





Sixrsen never before came into. an 


a 


_| printed in several Papers, | co” 
Loyal Protestant: futelligence, 4 1688. 
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